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or specialist personnel cannot be spared for operational reasons, or
where trained replacements cannot yet be provided ; but this is the
general policy, which will be carried out to the furthest extent that
war allows.

In addition there is the 28-day leave scheme which I recently
announced to the House. This is designed to give a short period of
leave at home to men who have been engaged in exceptionally arduous
conditions but who may not come within the scope of the Python
scheme for some time. The selection is made at the discretion of the
Commanders-in-Chief concerned. But naturally, length of absence
will be taken into account. Moreover, the current scheme whereby
men are posted back to the United Kingdom on exceptional grounds of
compassion will continue to operate. Men who receive leave under
the short leave scheme will return again to service in the Far East,
but as far as is practicable in present circumstances men repatriated
under the Python scheme will not.

British officers and men belonging to the Indian Army are not
eligible for posting to this country under the Python scheme. Home
posting is impossible, because the Indian Army has no home establish-
ment ; and transfer to the British Army for this purpose would involve
the loss to the Indian Army of an officer who has received special
training for service with Indian troops. In lieu of the Python schemes
a leave scheme has been introduced under which British officers of the
Indian Army can receive 61 days' leave at home. There are many
officers of the Indian Army with very long periods of oversea services
and at present no officer with less than five years' service is con-
sidered for leave, as it is obviously equitable that those with the
longest service abroad should receive leave first. The short leave
scheme also applies to British officers and other ranks of the Indian
Army, and they are eligible on the same basis as those of the British
Army.

His Majesty's Government are giving constant attention to the needs
of the men and women serving in the Far East. I have issued in-
structions to those concerned on the spot and to Departments here
that in relation to operational needs a higher priority must be given
to the requirements for welfare and amenities for the Forces in the
Far East than hitherto. I have also, at the desire of the Secretary
of State for War, appointed Lieut .-General King to be my personal
representative in the India and South East Asia Commands for welfare
matters. It will be General King's duty to ascertain how matters are
progressing and to report to me on difficulties which may arise and
on the assistance which is required from this country. He will be
concerned with the welfare of all three Services and the Merchant
Navy, and will have a staff suitably composed for that purpose. The
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